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Think Denbigh
Denbigh School is a successful forward thinking, 11 – 19
Academy offering an exceptional educational experience
to approximately 1750 students on the western flank
of Milton Keynes. Our mission is to provide excellent
education, care and opportunity to all our students and
staff, and we achieve this through our core values of:

We are a member of the Denbigh Alliance Multi Academy
Trust. We are recognised nationally for our commitment
to excellence in teaching and learning. We embrace the
opportunity to challenge ourselves and to move forward
as a School, while always remaining true to our aim, which
is to offer our students the very best life chances.

• Be Engaged
• Be Kind and Respectful
• Do No Harm

Denbigh has inspired
me to dream BIG!
Year 11 student
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Be Engaged
Be Kind & Respectful
Do No Harm

WELCOME

Leaders have high
ambitions for the school.
They have strong integrity.
Ofsted 2019

At Denbigh School we have the highest aspirations for our
students, and we help each child to achieve more than they
thought was possible both in their academic outcomes and
personal development. Our core values are ‘be engaged, be
kind and respectful and do no harm’ and we expect all the
Denbigh School Community to embody these values so that
they can be successful, enjoy everything they do, and when
the time is right, take their next steps with confidence. We
are an inclusive, diverse school where respect for each other
is essential.
Our key aims are to create an exciting and vibrant
learning community, support teachers to be able to
inspire their students and offer excellent opportunities
beyond the classroom. These aims allow our students to
achieve outstanding results, regardless of their ability and
background. This ethos was reflected in the school’s last
Ofsted inspection when inspectors found that we ‘have a
positive culture where students are keen to succeed, take
pleasure in their learning and make a full contribution to
the life of the school’.

Aspire

We are a popular, heavily oversubscribed school, which has
been expanded to cope with increasing local demand for
additional places. We are, however, ‘a big school with a small
school feel’ where every student can feel supported, safe
and happy. We are very proud of our learning community
and we are sure that if you come and visit us you will
see why.

Dr Andrea Frame
Head of School
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LEADING THE WAY
We play a leading role in the development of education
nationally, regionally and locally. We took the decision to
form the Denbigh Alliance Multi Academy Trust so that we
might have the opportunity to spread our philosophy further
and positively impact the life chances and outcomes of the
young people of Milton Keynes. The Trust now runs Watling
Academy, a secondary school serving the Whitehouse
development of Milton Keynes and has just been awarded
a brand-new primary school to be built on Calverton Lane
in the Western Expansion Area (WEA), currently the largest
major development site in Milton Keynes. Being part of
this dynamic, growing Trust has created opportunities for
Denbigh School students and staff, helping them to thrive.

Local stakeholders hold
the SCITT in high regard.
Headteachers state that
the SCITT is their preferred
training provider.
They attribute this to
the excellent reputation
it has for producing
high-quality teachers.
SCITT, Outstanding Ofsted
Inspection, 2017
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We were one of the first schools in the country to be awarded
the prestigious Teaching School status and as such we led
teacher training, research and development and schoolto-school support across Milton Keynes. This status came
to an end in August 2021, but we are now a key strategic
partner in MK-ECF, the Group that leads the provision of the
Early Career Framework. We lead the Enigma Maths Hub
under a government initiative to improve the teaching of
Mathematics and student outcomes across the country.
Our Hub is one of only 40 nationally with partners over an
area of approximately 800 square miles, encompassing 600
schools. We are also one of only 39 designated National
Computing Hubs, actively promoting the teaching of

Computing in primary and secondary schools in the region.
Our Tommy Flowers’ SCITT (School Centred Initial Teacher
Training) allows us, with our partners, to train the teachers
of tomorrow here in Milton Keynes. The SCITT is rated as
Outstanding by Ofsted and our graduates are teaching
across Milton Keynes and beyond. Involvement in these
national programmes brings with it the recognition that we
are one of the best schools in the country for teaching and
learning and that innovation and improvement is at our
core. It is also key to our aim of supporting schools in Milton
Keynes through the recovery from the Pandemic.

Innovation

BUILDING
PARTNERSHIPS
We are a learning community and the partnerships we forge
with parents, the local community and businesses are vital
to the success of our School. We want you as parents to be
able to support your child in meeting the high expectations
we have of them. To help you we will keep you regularly
informed about your child’s academic progress, their
engagement with learning and their homework record,
via progress reports, parents’ evenings, information events,
drop-in sessions, the SIMS Parent App and ParentMail.

My son is progressing
in both academic and
social skills. We are
pleased with his overall
development at the
School and appreciate all
communications provided.
Parent of Year 11
student

We are committed to building partnerships across the
school and our pastoral system underpins our community.
We encourage collaborative working within our community
wherever possible.
We are innovative in how we work with the community and
businesses for the benefit of our students and engage with
both local and national employers. An example of this is
our partner status with the Institute of Technology, based
in Bletchley. We have been awarded International School
Status in recognition of our commitment to promoting
a global ethos in School and to raising international
awareness through our curriculum.

Relationships
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A PLACE TO LEARN AND ACHIEVE
The provision of outstanding teaching and learning is at
the core of all we do, and we provide a positive, challenging
and supportive environment which offers students the best
chance to achieve. Our students are enthusiastic, motivated
and determined to succeed and we encourage them to
be creative in their thinking and become increasingly
independent learners, as they move through the School.
Our curriculum consists of a strong core of subjects and the
majority of our students follow the English Baccalaureate,
studying English, English Literature, Maths, Science,
Humanities and Languages at GCSE.
Our GCSE results made us the top school in Milton Keynes
in terms of students achieving a Level 5, or a ‘strong pass’ in
both English and Maths, which is the DfE’s ‘Gold Standard’
in 2019. This shows our commitment to the core academic
subjects and demonstrates that we provide an outstanding
education for the whole ability range of our student body.

Students at Denbigh follow a five-year curriculum from
Years 7 to 11. All programmes of study are arranged to
ensure students who are able to progress more quickly can
do so, whilst those who may need more support in certain
areas receive that support to ensure that by the end of
Year 11, they make the progress we expect. An advanced
target setting and continual assessment programme is used
throughout the School to ensure that each student reaches
his or her potential. We have intervention strategies in place
to help students who would benefit from additional support
to fulfil their potential. These may be students with learning
difficulties or those who have higher prior attainment and
require additional challenge.

I like how focused
and dedicated our
teachers are.
Year 9 student
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We strive to recruit the best teachers and provide them with
the ongoing professional development they need to inspire
the students they teach. Specialist facilities in Science, Art,
Design and Technology, Music and Drama, ensure that we
are equipped to provide high quality lessons in all academic
disciplines. IT underpins the whole curriculum and allows
students to access their work from home, communicate
with their teachers via email and keep a track of homework
set, via the SIMS Parent App.

I love being at Denbigh
because there are so
many opportunities,
and everyone is striving
to achieve their
ultimate potential.
Year 10 student

Excellence
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GROWING IN A SUPPORTIVE ENVIRONMENT
We combine high expectations for our students with a
personalised approach to the needs of each child. We are
an inclusive school and believe that all students have the
right to learn and reach their potential. We know that
the first year of secondary school is an important time for
students and our close links with our local primary schools
provide an extensive, individualised transition programme,
which allows students to settle in quickly and be ready to
learn. Students are placed in a tutor group in one of our
five houses under the care of a personal tutor. They will
also have a Progress Leader and Pastoral Leader allocated
to them, who will oversee their academic and pastoral
progress throughout their time with us. We take every
opportunity to host events for children in our primary
schools to give them as many opportunities as possible to
familiarise themselves with the School.

We believe that every student has a right to feel safe and
secure and our students are expected to take responsibility
for their own behaviour and to recognise that no-one has
the right to disrupt the learning of others or to make them
feel unsafe. This philosophy is underpinned by our core
values of ‘be engaged, be kind and respectful and do no
harm’. We have a clear and robust Behaviour Policy and our
learning and peer mentors are here to support students.
We aim to provide a healthy school environment and we
encourage our students to choose a healthy lifestyle. The
School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the
welfare of children and young people and requires all
staff and volunteers to share this commitment. All staff
are required to have an enhanced Disclosure and Barring
Service (DBS) Certificate.

I like being at Denbigh
because of the form
groups and having the
same tutor watch you
grow throughout your
years at Denbigh.
Year 10 student
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The staff in our outstanding Student Support Centre
are skilled at identifying students’ individual needs and
providing bespoke support to ensure that they can access
the curriculum and fulfil their potential.
We have a coordinated careers programme that students
follow from Year 7 to 11, to allow them to explore the world
of work and start thinking about possible future careers.
Planning for university, employment or apprenticeships
continues in the Sixth Form.

Care
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LEARNING THROUGH NEW OPPORTUNITIES
Our wealth of performing arts activities gives students
the opportunity to develop as both performers and
individuals. Our students benefit from bespoke performing
arts accommodation, including a theatre space, dance
and drama studios. Students can showcase their talents
in events including whole-school productions, the
Shakespeare Schools Festival, the Denbigh Talent Show,
Denbigh Open Mic Night and our Music Ensemble events.
We also have many vocal and music groups.

Our students’ learning experience is enhanced by an
extensive range of educational visits including European
language exchanges, theatre and museum visits,
Science and Geography field trips and visits to successful
companies. Sixth Form students can experience the trip
of a lifetime through our World Challenge programme. In
the past, this has enabled our students to visit Malaysia,
Tanzania, India, Peru, Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan, Mongolia
and China.

Denbigh has a reputation for sporting excellence and
participation across Milton Keynes and beyond. We have
won ‘Secondary School of the Year’ at the Buckinghamshire
& Milton Keynes Sports Awards Ceremony, for being the best
secondary school in Buckinghamshire and encouraging
our students, particularly girls, to participate in school
sport. SportMK has also awarded us the ‘MK Secondary
School Sports Achiever of the Year Award’ four times. We
run an innovative Sports Performance Programme, which
provides our cohort of elite sports students with support
and advice on how to balance their academic studies with
training demands.

We are a licensing centre for the Duke of Edinburgh (DoE)
scheme and commit to support every student who wishes
to participate in this popular national scheme. We also run
two ‘Activities Days’, held each year in the Summer Term,
during which students take part in a range of exciting
activities in Milton Keynes and beyond.

The support for my child
has been fantastic, staff
have shown care and
understanding and joining
clubs has helped make her
feel that she belongs.
Parent of Year 8
student
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We believe students’ knowledge and confidence can be
enhanced greatly by competing against their peers and
therefore our students enter a large range of regional,
national and international competitions with much
success. Our students can also choose from a wide range of
lunchtime and after school extra-curricular clubs.
We run an innovative and prestigious STEM (Science,
Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) Lecture
Programme through which leading experts in their field
deliver lectures to our students and the local community,
on a range of current STEM related issues.

We were delighted to be
recognised as being the
best secondary school
in Buckinghamshire for
encouraging our students,
particularly girls, to
participate in school sport.
Mr Andy Squires, CEO

Widening Horizons
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STUDENT VOICE
We want our students to be active members of our
school community and become responsible, considerate
members of society. We value the contribution and insight
students can offer into how we develop as a learning
community.
Many students take on positions of responsibility within
the student body through the School Council and House
Councils, or by taking the role of House or Vice President
of one of our five houses. Our students have also served on
the MK Youth Cabinet.

I like Denbigh because
it has a very diverse
community. Due to
Denbigh’s encouragement
I aspire to be kind and
help the School and the
local community’
Year 8 student
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Our School Council has been recognised locally and
nationally for its excellence and council members have
spoken to a variety of organisations about how the Student
Voice has created a dialogue between students, staff and
governors, which continues to improve the School year on
year. Our students are also engaged throughout the year in
fundraising and charitable work, with the House Councils
selecting the charities which will benefit.

Community
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MOVING INTO THE SIXTH FORM
The majority of our students choose to continue their
studies in our Sixth Form where they are joined by many
other students from across Milton Keynes. With around
450 students, we have one of the largest Sixth Forms in
Milton Keynes and we consistently record examination
results above the national average. Over 75% of our Sixth
Form students gain university places each year, including
at Oxbridge and the Russell Group Institutions. Our
students also take up apprenticeship placements at
prestigious companies.
We offer students a wide variety of courses at A Level,
which allows them to select a programme offering them
the best chance of success. They are supported in their
learning by a Sixth Form Mentor.

Our facilities are excellent and include a dedicated Sixth
Form Centre and Sixth Form Café. Sixth Form students
can access their work from home and use the School’s
wi-fi network to support their learning throughout the
school day.
Students also benefit from a wide range of enrichment
options to supplement their academic study including
the Extended Project Qualification, the Young Enterprise
Scheme, the Community Sports Leader Award and
beginners Turkish and Italian, to name but a few. We also
support them in gaining work placements relevant to their
higher education and employment futures.

My daughter joined the
Denbigh Sixth Form from
another school and has
made excellent progress.
We are really pleased she
made the move.
Parent of Year 12 student
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Although they have their own Centre, Sixth Form students
are encouraged to take a key leadership role in the wider
life of the School and to support the School’s younger
students through peer mentoring, classroom support and
becoming House Presidents.

Independence
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