
 

Denbigh School Summer School 2021 report 
 

During August 2021 Denbigh School held a Summer School to support students who were due to transition 

from Year 6 to Year 7 in September 2021.  All Year 6 students allocated a space at Denbigh School in September 

2021 were invited to join Summer School, with a total of 260 places on offer.  We ran two 5-day Summer 

Schools, to enable as many students to attend as possible.  Our Summer School events started on Monday 16th 

August and Monday 23rd August 2021.  Each week followed the same programme. 

 

Aims of the Denbigh School Summer School programme 

 

The Denbigh School Summer School programme primarily aimed to help students prepare for their transition 

from Year 6 to Year 7 at Denbigh School.  This was achieved by: 

• Gaining knowledge of the school site and confidence to move around the site independently through 

tours and treasure hunt activities. 

• Developing confidence to access and use the school canteen by providing a lunch service each day and 

using school routines during social time. 

• Developing awareness of the school values of be engaged, be kind and respectful and do no harm 

through assemblies and focused sessions. 

• Allowing students to get to know key staff at Denbigh School, including members of the Senior 

Leadership Team and their Head of Year throughout the programme.  

 

The Denbigh School Summer School programme also aimed to assess current levels in literacy and numeracy, 

identify areas for further intervention and provide activities to support students to develop their knowledge 

and skills in this core curriculum area.  This was achieved by: 

• Completing assessment activities in reading, spelling and numeracy. 

• Providing all students with a core book to read at home in preparation for Summer School and using 

this book during sessions of Summer School.  

• Completing additional independent and group activities focusing on these identified core skills. 

 

A further aim of the Denbigh School Summer School programme was to provide opportunities for students to 

increase their social interaction, through group tasks and competitions.  Sessions focused on student wellbeing 

and enabled staff to identify future development needs of the incoming Year 7 cohort.  This was achieved by: 

• Grouping students with others who would be in their Houses and Tutor groups when they join Denbigh 

School in Year 7.  

• Using current Denbigh School staff to lead and supervise the Summer School programme so that 

students are familiar with key Denbigh School staff. 

• Completing assessment activities focusing on attitudes to school and self and overall interaction. 

• Including a range of activities which involve group interaction, competition, creativity, sports, and 

performance. 

• Enabling all students to interact during social time.  

 

Structure of the Denbigh School Summer School programme 

 

The Denbigh School Summer School programme included a range of activities which included transitional 

activities (such as meeting teachers and a tour of the school), additional subject support, sports-based 

activities (such as team games), art-based activities (such as drama) and well-being activities.  Students  

 



 

 

completed assessment activities as well as practical sessions to support their overall social, personal, and 

academic development, as well as support them to make a successful transition to secondary school.   

 

During the Summer School programme, students spent two days with Denbigh School staff and a further three 

days participating in a transition camp directed by LetMePlay, transition programme specialists.  This 

programme offered a blend of learning opportunities and activities for students.  Throughout the programme, 

students were supported by key Denbigh School staff and all activities took place at Denbigh School.  Follow 

up assessments and interventions will also be in place to ensure that the support from the Summer School 

programme continues into year 7. 

 

Activities during each day of the Summer School programme included: 

Day of Summer School Student activities included 
 

Day1 Student arrival and welcome assembly 
Introduction to the School values – Be engaged, be kind and respectful and do no harm 
Group ice-breaker and reflection activities 
Guided tour of the school 
Pupil Attitude to Self and School assessment activities 
Literacy task – writing a postcard to your previous school 
Reading and spelling assessment activities 
Personal reflection activity 

Day 2 Session on school values and routines 
Identity and wellbeing art task 
Numeracy assessment activity 
Treasure hunt on the school site  
Group sports activities 
Literacy activity reflecting on the reading activity set for preparation 
Reflecting on student worries and wishes 

Day 3 Daily theme of motivation 
Creative activity designing personalised water bottles 
Team building activities 
Group forensic investigation activity 
Numeracy activity – data mining 
Literacy activity – goals and profile presentation 
Group sports activities. 

Day 4 Daily theme of determination 
Healthy living activities, including smoothie making and pebble painting 
Problem solving activities – the great egg drop 
Debating activities 
Numeracy activity – budgeting 
Literacy activity – comprehension activities 
Group sports activities. 

Day 5 Daily theme of communication 
Reflection activities 
Creative activity – painting plant pots and planting seeds 
Creative activity – T shirt painting 
Numeracy activity – fractions  
Literacy activity – persuasive writing  
Group sports activities. 



 

 

Outcomes 

 

Self-esteem and wellbeing: 

Students completed self-assessment questionnaires at the beginning and end of the Summer School 

programme, this indicated that students’ self-esteem had developed during the week.  During the Summer 

School Programme, there were opportunities for students to become more familiar with Denbigh School, their 

peers and teachers, as well as reflecting on worries and wishes for the coming year. 

 

Students also completed standardised assessments focusing on attitudes to themselves and school during the 

Summer School Programme.  This demonstrated that students have an overall ‘high satisfaction with their 

school experience’ however identified individual students and specific areas for focus during the Summer 

School Programme and as students enter Year 7 in September 2021. 

 

Literacy and Numeracy: 

Throughout the Summer School programme, students had the opportunity to develop their literacy and 

numeracy skills.  This included spelling, comprehension, and persuasive, creative and extended writing in 

literacy tasks and number, problem solving and budgeting in numeracy tasks.  Baseline assessments have 

identified students’ overall numeracy and literacy standardised scores and skills which has enabled further 

intervention as they start in Year 7.   

 

Overall outcomes: 

Further results from the self-report survey to students at the end of their Summer School programme 

indicated* that: 

• 100% of students indicated that they had enjoyed the overall experience and would recommend it to 

someone who did not attend. 

• 98% of students indicated that Summer School had made them feel more confident about starting 

Denbigh School and that it had taught them more about Secondary School and what to expect. 

• 94% of students indicated that Summer School had made them feel more excited about starting 

school. 

• 92% of students indicated that Summer School had given them new skills and knowledge. 
*Where students answered ‘yes’ or ‘somewhat’ to questions. 

 

Student attendance 

The numbers of students invited to attend Summer School are below: 

Incoming Year group Total number of 
students invited to 

attend 

Total number of 
students eligible for 

Pupil Premium invited 
to attend. 

Total number of 
students eligible for 
Free School Meals 
invited to attend 

7 260 20 25 

8 0 0 0 

9 0 0 0 

10 0 0 0 

11 0 0 0 

 

208 students attended our Summer School for at least one day. This includes 17 students who were eligible 

for Pupil Premium and 20 students who were eligible for Free School Meals.  Daily attendance has been 

recorded as below: 

 



 

Date of Summer School Total numbers of students attending 

Monday 16th August 102 

Tuesday 17th August 104 

Wednesday 18th August 102 

Thursday 19th August 93 

Friday 20th August 88 

Monday 23rd August 96 

Tuesday 24th August 97 

Wednesday 25th August 96 

Thursday 26th August 91 

Friday 27th August 86 

 

Where students did not attend, staff had contact with identified contact to establish reasons for non-

attendance.  Reasons for non-attendance included confirmed cases of COVID-19, student illness and late 

notice family holidays.   

 

Summer School finance 

Denbigh School was eligible for additional funding to cover the costs for running a Summer School programme.  

Denbigh School did not receive additional sources of funding to supplement the cost of running the Summer 

School programme.  

 

The Total cost claimed for the Denbigh School Summer School programme was £56,655.85.  This includes the 

total cost of staffing, resources, additional facilities costs and daily places for students at the LetMePlay 

transition camp.  Parents of students who were not eligible for Free School Meals and wished for lunch to be 

provided for their child from the School canteen were asked to contribute £4 per day towards the total cost 

of this lunch.  Denbigh School contributed £1 per day to the cost of lunches for students who were not eligible 

for Free School Meals.  Denbigh School covered the full cost of school lunches for students who were eligible 

for Free School Meals.  

 

Unrecoverable costs included the charge for individual places at the LetMePlay transition camp and pre-

ordered lunches where students did not attend at short notice.  The total amount of unrecoverable costs was 

£3672.99. 

 

Summary of costs: 

Category Total cost 

Resources required to deliver the 
Summer School programme 

£9,205.04 

Staff costs £24,604.81 

LetMePlay transition camp  £21,800.00 

Lunch £1,046.00 

Total cost £56,655.85 

 


