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Friday 6th January 2023 
 
Dear Parent/Carer,  

  
Happy New Year and welcome back.  I hope you all had pleasant Christmas Breaks and enjoyed 
spending time with your families.  January has rolled around again and the Spring Term has started.  

  
Trust update 
The Denbigh Alliance Multi-Academy Trust has announced the appointment of its new Chief 
Executive Officer, Sue Collings.  Sue is currently CEO of an educational trust in Hertfordshire and has 
over 30 years’ experience within schools.  She will bring a wealth of experience in leading our trust, 
raising standards even further as well supporting the educational plans for the Denbigh Alliance.  
The current CEO, Ian Joyce, will take up a new senior position within the Trust which will be essential 
for the implementation of the Trust’s development plans.  The focus of the Denbigh Alliance Trust 
has always been on Care, Education and Opportunity for students and staff, and we are confident 
that Sue and Ian will continue to drive this with an innovative and dynamic approach. 

  
Word of the week 
The word of the week this week was ambivalent, next week we will be moving on to controversial 
meaning causing disagreement or discussion.  For example: She's been in the limelight recently, 
following the release of her controversial new film. 

  
New clubs 
We have some exciting new clubs starting this term.  Please see the attached flyer for Poetry Club 
starting on next Monday 3-4 in the library.  We also will be starting a Dungeons and Dragons club 
soon so if you are interested in learning the game or enhancing your skills please email 
zammitv@denbigh.net for more information.  

  
Denbigh Success 
Music Mark Award Status - Denbigh has just been awarded Music Mark Award Status. There are 
only a handful of schools in Milton Keynes who have achieved this Music Mark status and it is 
awarded to the schools as a recognition of a commitment to providing a high-quality music 
education for all children and young people.  We are so proud to have gained this award and thank 
Mr Bottone for his work towards achieving this status. 
Rap workshop - On Thursday 1st December a group of Year 8 students were lucky enough to attend 
a rap workshop in collaboration with the Milton Keynes Music Hub.  The group of year 8’s had the 
chance to meet and work with the rappers Capo Lee and Shay D.  They learnt about the Music 
Industry including the type of work and how they got the big breaks and the type of work they do 
now such as working with Premier Football clubs.  They also had the chance to develop their own 
Rap lyrics and perform with support.  

  
On The Shelf 



The latest addition of On the Shelf is out, please find the attached January issue created by Ms 
Zammit and her superb student volunteers.  

  
Energy Drinks 
Please can I remind all parents/carers that energy drinks are a banned item at Denbigh school. If a 
student brings an energy drink onto the school site, it will be confiscated and discarded. There is 
increasing evidence that the consumption of energy drinks among young people can be detrimental 
to both physical and mental wellbeing. Physical effects are mostly linked to caffeine. An increased 
caffeine consumption in young people can result in increased blood pressure, poor sleep patterns, 
headaches, and stomach aches. In addition to physical effects, a young person’s mental health can 
also be impacted. This includes problems with behaviour regulation, poor lifestyle behaviours such 
as diet, and additions.  

  
Illness  
As I am sure you are aware there is a lot of illness going around at the moment.  Before the 
Christmas break we had very high numbers of students and teachers off School with various illnesses 
including Covid, strep A, flu and general coughs and colds.  Levels of absence like this are very 
difficult to manage and result in us having to make difficult decisions in School.  Although, these 
numbers have calmed down this January and we are currently not near the point of moving students 
to remote learning, it was close to this before the Christmas break.  Of course, illness in the winter 
months is inevitable, especially after the few years we have had, however, there are some things we 
can all do to try and prevent us from reaching the point we did in the pandemic.  The following 
guidance has been issued by The UK Health Security Agency : 

• Stringent routines of handwashing and hand sanitising.  This should be for 20 seconds and 
regularly throughout the day, particularly before eating 

• Students and staff should not be coming into School if they are unwell and have a 
temperature 

• Students and staff who are eligible for a flu jab should take one, these have been offered in 
School and are available to book at local pharmacies 

Taking small steps like this should help minimise levels of illness and release pressure on the NHS.  
You can read more on this guidance here.  

  
Uniform 
I would like to remind students that our expectations on uniform at Denbigh have not dropped with 
the new term.  Students should still be coming into School with the correct attire including; normal 
school trousers that are not tight, leggings or jeans, correct School shoes - not trainers, black socks 
only and no fake nails or eye lashes, skirts that are not tight and clingy.  Heads of Year will be 
continuing to check students uniform and contacting home to discuss any issues.  

  
I hope you all have a lovely weekend, next week will be the first full week back of what is a relatively 
short half term (students finish at 3:00 on Friday 10th of February 2023 for the half term break).   

  
Kind regards,  

  
Dr A Frame 
Headteacher 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/back-to-school-advice-issued-amid-high-levels-of-flu-covid-19-and-scarlet-fever?utm_source=ASCL+Briefing%3A+3+January+2023&utm_campaign=9ab5420552-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2023_01_03_02_15&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-9ab5420552-%5BLIST_EMAIL_ID%5D

