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GCSE to A Level Transition – Summer work 

The purpose of this work is to prepare you for your A Level Biology course starting in 

September.  You will be reviewing what you know from GCSE and building on this to 

ensure you are ready to begin a course in A Level Biology. 

You will have a Baseline Assessment test at the beginning of the course in September – 

completing this work is important! 

Tasks:  

1. Purchase and work through Head Start to A Level Biology 

This book will enable you to review key topics covered at GCSE that are built upon at A Level.  

We expect you to spend time everything week reviewing the contents of this book.  All of the 

other activities will support this. 

You will have a baseline assessment during your 2nd lesson in September, this book will enable 

you to effectively prepare for it. 

To do:  Work through the book preparing revision flash cards – YOU WILL HAVE A TEST ON 

ALL THE CONTENT OF THE BOOK! 

 

2. Read through Appendix 1 – Textbook pages (pages 10-21) focussing on 

investigation skills – 

You will NEED to purchase a copy of this textbook ready for lessons in September – see 

details on front cover 

Practical and investigational skills form a large part of the course and will be examined at 

the end of the course, so it is important you are able to demonstrate and apply your 

knowledge and understanding of these skills.  This activity builds on the skills you have 

already developed. 

 

To do: Complete the following tasks on A4 paper to be shown to your teachers during 

your very first lesson in September – keep it safe. 

a. Make a table showing the different units and correct abbreviations for 

length, area, volume and mass.  

b. Find a leaf and produce a biological drawing of it labelling some of its 

features. 

c. Complete questions 1-3 on page 15 

d. Draw a suitable graph of the data in table 7 on page 15 including range bars 

e. Complete question 1 on page 17 

f. Complete questions 1-6 on page 19 

 

 



 

3. Keyword Glossary 

Start creating a keyword glossary – you could aim to learn a word a day 

Start with these 

Activation energy    Glycoprotein    

Allele Hydrolysis   (reaction)  

Antigen-presenting cell    Induced fit (hypothesis)    

ATP    Messenger RNA (mRNA)    

Atrioventricular valves    Optimum (temperature / pH)    

Base-pairing rules    Oxyhaemoglobin    

Benedict’s test    Partially permeable membrane    

Binomial system    Peptide bond    

Buffer      Phospholipid    

Carbohydrate    Plasmolysis    

Cell signalling    Reducing sugar    

Centriole    Semi-conservative replication    

Channel protein    Sinoatrial node (SAN)    

Chromatin    Stoma (pl: stomata)    

Competitive inhibitor    Thylakoid   (membrane) 

Condensation   (reaction) Transpiration    

Crenation    Triglyceride    

Denaturation    Turgid    

Deoxyribose   (sugar) Ultrastructure    

Dipeptide    Vaccine    

Endocytosis    Vesicle    

Enzyme–substrate complex    Water potential (ᵩ)    

Fluid mosaic (model)    Xerophyte    

 

 



 

4. Additional activities – Books, Movies, Research activities, Websites – Appendix 2 

This task is designed to further enhance your skills in preparation for A level success.  The 

more you prepare the better you will cope.   

 

If you have any questions, then please email us and we will try to get back to you before the 

start of the new school year. 

Teacher email addresses 

Ms Pretorius – pretoriusl@denbigh.net 

Mrs Hanby – hanbye@denbigh.net 

Mrs Herring – herringj@denbigh.net 

Mr. Campbell – Campbells@denbigh.net 

Miss Herring – herringr@denbigh.net 
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Appendix 1 – Textbook pages 10-21; Investigating Skills – required for Task 2 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

Appendix 2 – Additional activities 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 


