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1. How does the school know if students 

need extra help and what should I do if 
I think my child may have special 
educational needs?  

A student may be identified as having a Special Educational Need or Disability (SEND) at any stage during 

his/her education.  This may be a long-term difficulty requiring continuing support or a short term difficulty 

requiring a specific intervention.  

  

Information about your child’s special educational needs comes from a number of sources:  

• Primary School for Year 7 Transfer.  

• Baseline testing.  

• Screening tests for reading comprehension and spelling ages.  

• Observations.  

• Monitoring student progress.  

• Learning Support Assistant feedback.  

• Parental concern or referral.  

• Student self-referral.  

• Information from Heads of Year, subject teachers, and form tutors.  

• External agency report.  
  

2. What should a parent/carer do if they 
think their child may have special 
educational needs or a disability?  

If you think that your child may have special educational needs that have not been previously identified, then 

you should contact the school and ask to make an appointment with the Special Educational Needs and 

Disabilities Coordinator (SENDCO).  You could also contact your son/daughter’s form tutor or Head of Year 

(Pastoral or Progress)  

  

If you have any concerns about your child’s special educational needs, please contact the SEND team:  

sendco@denbigh.net  

Ms Martin (SENDCo) martinr@denbigh.net 

Ms Asif (Deputy SENDCo) asifm@denbigh.net 

01908 505030  

mailto:sendco@denbigh.net
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3. How will the school support a child who 

has been identified as having special 
education needs or a disability?   

School staff will support individuals at a level appropriate to their needs through effective adaptations in the 

classroom.   

  

• The Student Support Faculty aims to ensure the fullest possible access to the curriculum for 

students on our Additional Needs Register.  

• The provision is reviewed three times a year to ensure it addresses the needs of current students.  

• Student Profiles are produced for students requiring continuous targeted intervention or additional 

class support.  

• Progress reports are issued three times in the Academic Year.  

• In addition to this, students who have Student Profiles have their outcomes and progress 

monitored to ensure that the school has complete information on the whole learning experience.  

• End of Year Exam information reported home to parents.  
  

4. How will the school’s curriculum be 
matched to the needs of SEND 
students requiring additional support?  

The Student Support team aims to ensure the fullest possible access to the curriculum for students with 
SEND.  

  

• Access to quality teaching.  

• Ability setting in some curriculum areas.  

• Supervision of progress by Head of Years.  

• Intervention targeting specific needs and the development of specific skills.  

• Reviewing reviews, training and support for teaching staff provided by faculty leaders.  

• Literacy Lead providing support for curriculum to better meet the needs those requiring additional 

support.  
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5. How will the school and the parent/carer 
know how a student is doing and how 
the parent/carer can support their 
child’s learning.   

Parents/carers are informed about their child’s progress in a number of ways.   

  

• Parents will receive regular formal reports and progress information from subject staff.  

• Subject Review Evenings which provide an opportunity to meet with subject staff and discuss progress, 

attended by the SENDCO.  

• Students with Student Profiles have clear outcomes that are updated. There are opportunities to meet 

with members of the SEND and Head of Year team, as well as teachers, during the academic year.   

• Students with an Education, Health and Care Plan will have an Annual Review Meeting with parents or 

carers and relevant outside agencies will be invited to attend.  

• Where there are concerns regarding a student Head of Year will also contact parents/carers.  

6. What support is offered from the school 
to ensure the well-being of students 
who require extra help or SEND?   

Pastoral support is provided to students through their tutors and Heads of Year. In addition, students with 

SEND may be included in social skills programmes and also offered break and lunchtime support.  Other 

interventions include:   

• Reading and numeracy intervention groups.  
• Specific intervention groups for targeted skills and support.  
• Mentors.  
• Peer Mentors.  
• Emotional Literacy Mentor.  
• Clubs.  
• Rewards.  
• Pastoral intervention and behaviour Plans.  
• Celebration Assemblies.  
• Breakfast club.  
• Liaison with outside Agencies.  
• School Counsellor.  
• Homework support.  
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7. What specialist services and expertise 
are available at or accessed by the 
school?   

Students with SEND are supported within school in a number of ways.   

  

• Through mentoring and sessions with the SENDCO, Deputy SENDCO, Teaching Assistant Mentoring, 

Learning Mentor or Pastoral Mentor.  

• Higher Level Teaching Assistants with specific responsibilities for areas of need.  

• The Teaching Assistants have had extensive experience and training in working with children with 

general learning difficulties, Dyslexia, Autism, Sensory Impairments and Social, Emotional and Mental 

Health needs and EAL.  

• School Counsellor.  

• Careers officer.  
  

A number of outside services are also accessed, these include:  

• Specialist Teachers.  

• Educational Psychology Service.  

• School Nurse.  

• Speech and Language Service.  

• Virtual Schools.  

• Child & Adolescent Mental Health Service.  

• Independent Counselling.  

• Therapeutic support services.  

• SENDIAS.  
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8. What training are the staff having or 
going to have to support students with 
SEND?   

All teachers are trained in accordance with the Teacher Standards (2012). There is an ongoing programme of 

whole school training in teaching and supporting students including:  

  

• Specific Learning Difficulties.  

• General Learning difficulties.  

• Autistic Spectrum Disorder.  

• Hearing Impairment.  

• Visual Impairment.  

• English as an Additional Language (EAL).  

• Sensory Support.  

• Disability Awareness.  

• Literacy and vocabulary difficulties.  

• First Aid.  
  

In addition, there is also regular training in:  

First Aid, Teaching & Learning, Looked After Children, Managing Challenging Behaviour, Child Protection.  

  

9. How will students be included in 
activities outside the classroom 
including school trips?  

Most students with additional needs are supported and encouraged to be fully involved in all areas of school 

life.  All clubs and trips are open to them, and individual arrangements are planned in advance to ensure that 

they are able to participate.  

  

• For students with additional needs, individual issues will have been discussed with the parents, Heads 

of Year and SENDCO as appropriate to facilitate access.  

• There are a number of school trips that a run throughout the year, including three Enrichment Days. 
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10. How accessible is the school?  The school is an accessible school as follows:  

  

• The school is on two floors with lift access to the first floor.  

• Entrances to the school are flat.  

• Evac chairs for the safe evacuation of students from the first floor.  

• Disabled toilets facilities are available.  
  

11. How will the school prepare and 
support SEND students or those 
requiring extra help to join the school 
and transfer to a new setting at the 
next stage of their education and life?  

We gather a lot of information about students with SEND in order to make the best possible preparation for 

joining Denbigh School, this includes;  

  

• Close liaison with feeder schools during the Summer Term.  

• Primary school records.  

• Additional transition visits with staff from the Primary School in the Summer Term.  

• Summer School.  

• Transition information on our school website.   

• Reports from agencies that are already supporting your child.  

• Contact with parents/carers.  

 

Transition into Six Form, College, and University: 

• Students with SEND see the careers officer to support planning and preparation for adulthood.  
• Set up transition meetings with future placements.  
• Organise visits to new placements. 
• Six Form has a Future Day which is a taster session day. 
• Help student make application to desired placements.  
• Liaise with SEND and Wellbeing Departments at future placements. 
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12. How are the school’s resources 
allocated and matched to a student’s 
SEND?   

The SEND budget is allocated each financial year to Denbigh School to support the additional needs of students. 

The money is used to provide additional resources or support to students, dependent on their need.   

  

Support for students in each academic year will be decided upon after discussions with relevant parties where 

required.  This may include:  

• Students.  

• Parents.  

• SENDCO and Student Support team.  

• Head of Year – Pastoral.  

• Head of Year – Progress.  

• Specialist teachers.  
  

Specialist support may be sought from external agencies if required.   

  

13. How is the decision made about what 
type and how much support a student 
with SEND will receive?   

The decision making process is informed by the data and information received from the previous setting.  This, 

alongside current assessments and feedback from teachers, is discussed with parents and the student if 

appropriate.   

  

• As a result of discussions, a Student Profile will be written to inform staff of the child’s needs.  

• The passport will have outcomes specific to your child which are central to the ensuing review:  future 

provision is decided on how far these outcomes are being met.  

• The needs of each student with SEND are very carefully reviewed and considered for the coming year.   

• In this way, we endeavour to address the needs of each individual with a specific programme of support 
and teaching.  
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14. Who can the parent/carer contact for 
further information?  

There are a number of points of contacts for parents/carers to use at Denbigh School.  

  

• Form tutors.  

• Subject teachers and Heads of Faculties.  

• Heads of Year – Pastoral / Progress  

• Head of Year (for Sixth Form).  

• SENDCO and Deputy SENDCo 
  

15. How can I find information about the 
local authority’s Local Offer of services 
and provision for children and young 
people with special educational needs 
and disability?  

You can find the Local Offer from Milton Keynes Council following this link.  

 

Milton Keynes Local Offer 

 

  

https://www.mksendlocaloffer.co.uk/

