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To give you an overview of:

• Key contacts and roles
• School Day, Curriculum, Clubs and Homework
• Communication 
• Uniform, Phones and Conduct
• Assessment and Progress Measures 
• Supporting your child at home
• Key Dates
• Enrichment Days
• Introduction to Denbigh Association

The aims of this presentation



Key Contacts & 
Roles
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Key Contacts for Year 7

Head of Year 7 Pastoral Leader
Mrs Asif

Head of Year 7 Progress Leader
Miss Ridley

Assistant Headteacher for 
Progress and Achievement (Years 7-10)
Mr Waters
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Contact Emails
Tutor Group Member of staff Email address

7AS Mr Stanley stanleya@denbigh.net 

7MJ Mr Jackson jacksonm@denbigh.net 

7GM Miss Morrison morrisong@denbigh.net 

7KR Mrs Rigby rigbyk@denbigh.net 

7AB Miss Bolt bolta@denbigh.net 

7LT Mr Thomas thomasl@denbigh.net 

7CS Mr Simm simmc@denbigh.net 

7TB Mr Blanche blanchet@denbigh.net 

7AP Miss Pietrzyk pietrzyka@denbigh.net 

7JF Miss Findley findleyj@denbigh.net 

mailto:stanleya@denbigh.net
mailto:jacksonm@denbigh.net
mailto:morrisong@denbigh.net
mailto:rigbyk@denbigh.net
mailto:bolta@denbigh.net
mailto:thomasl@denbigh.net
mailto:simmc@denbigh.net
mailto:blanchet@denbigh.net
mailto:pietrzyka@denbigh.net
mailto:findleyj@denbigh.net
mailto:findleyj@denbigh.net
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Role Member of Staff Email

Head of Year 7 Pastoral Mrs Asif asifm@denbigh.net 

Head of Year 7 Progress Miss Ridley ridleyi@denbigh.net 

Assistant Headteacher  
Progress and Achievement 
Years 7-10 

Mr J Waters watersj@denbigh.net 

SENDCO Mrs Martin martinr@denbigh.net 

Pupil Premium Champion Mrs G Molloy molloyg@denbigh.net (or speak to 
Mr Waters watersj@denbigh.net)

Attendance/
Lead Attendance Officer

Mrs Arnold
Miss Blackall

studentabsences@denbigh.net

Other Useful Emails

mailto:asifm@denbigh.net
mailto:ridleyi@denbigh.net
mailto:watersj@denbigh.net
mailto:martinr@denbigh.net
mailto:molloyg@denbigh.net
mailto:watersj@denbigh.net
mailto:studentabsences@denbigh.net
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Working Together

Pastoral: Focus on 
wellbeing and 
behaviour 

Transition Lead
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Role of the Tutor
• Daily point of contact
• Advocate in school
• Mentoring
• Supporting anxiety and stress
• Helping to develop motivation 
• Looking at goals and career pathways
• Supporting planning and organisation
• Sharing a variety of revision techniques
• Delivers PSHE lessons weekly in tutorial
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Role of Parents/Carers
Parental support is eight times more important in determining a child’s academic success than 
social class.

The Campaign for Learning found that parental involvement in a child’s education can mean the 
difference between a high grade at GCSE and a much lower grade.

• Support students by ensuring they have the correct equipment and a good 
routine.

• Attend meetings e.g. tutor/subject consultation evenings.
• Check ClassCharts app and discuss achievement/behaviour.
• Follow what students are studying by looking on our website curriculum area.
• Encourage and support extra-curricular activities.
• Contact tutor/HOYs with queries or concerns.
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Role of the Student

• Accept responsibility for your own learning
• Be engaged and motivated
• Speak to the teacher if you do not understand
• Complete all classwork and homework
• Stay positive
• Get involved in as much as possible
• Follow the Denbigh Values
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Denbigh Values
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Working in Partnership

• Headteacher bulletin
• Year Group Newsletter
• ParentMail
• ClassCharts App
• Headteacher/Deputy Headteacher Drop-In
• School website
• Email
• Making the Most of Evening (7th September)
• Tutor Consultation Evening (30th September)
• Subject Consultation Evening (26th May)
• Denbigh Association



School day, 
Curriculum, Clubs 

and Homework
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• Students to arrive 
between 8:15 and 
8:28am

• Break at 10:00am
• Lunch at 12:30pm

School Day
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Being just a few minutes late to lessons on a regular basis 
can have a negative effect on learning:

3 mins late to 1 lesson per week = 117 mins                 
(nearly 2 missed lessons in a school year)
3 mins late to 1 lesson per day = 585 mins 
(nearly 10 missed lessons or 2 school days in a school year)
3 mins late to every lesson every day = 2,925 mins
(around 49 missed lessons or 10 school days in a school year)
 
*If your child would like a locker please go to Parentmail – Payments & Shop 
tab – Select Lockers - £15 non-refundable fee
*Locker emails have now been sent to all Year 7 students who purchased one 
so please check these for details.

Punctuality & Organisation
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Students are asked to…

• Walk quickly and quietly during transition time
• Not to treat transition time as break time
• Make an excellent start to every lesson

We monitor punctuality on a weekly basis

Our Expectations
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English   3 hours
Mathematics  3 hours
Science   3 hours
Modern Languages  3 hours 
Design Technology  2 hours 
Physical Education  2 hours
Computing  2 hours
Geography  1 hour
History   1 hour
Philosophy, Religion & Ethics 1 hour
Art   1 hour
Music   1 hour
Drama   1 hour
Personal Development 1 hour

Personal Development is the study of 
Leadership, Organisation, Resilience, 
Initiative and Communication Skills

Overview – Year 7 Curriculum

Language choices: There have been 
limitations with selections of 
languages due to staffing and 
timetabling options
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• The Year Group is divided into thirds of equal ability - the X, Y and Z bands.

• Students will only be set according to their ability in Maths from December.

• Students remain in mixed classes, within their bands for the remaining subjects.

• PE is taught in single sex groups. 

The Curriculum

*If students have PE on their timetable they are required to get changed at school, they must not wear PE 
kit to/from school
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Year 7 Curriculum continued
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Year 7 Curriculum continued
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Year 7 Curriculum continued
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Subjects Taught Hours Typical amount of homework 
set each week

English
Maths
Science
MFL

3 45

Computing
Design Technology 2 30
Geography
History
Music
Drama
Art

1 45 mins per fortnight or 
20-25 minutes a week

PE 
PD

2
1 No homework

Homework

Teachers will be using Microsoft 
Teams to set all student 
homework

Students should be checking 
Teams and their planner

Planners have a To-Do list to 
record homework 
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• In their first Computing lesson, students will be given their log in 
details

• All students have been issued a sticker into their planner with their 
login details. Once they have logged in during their Computing lesson 
and created their own password, they will be able to log in at home

• Homework should also be written in their planner as a reminder to 
check teams

• Homework will be remotely set most of the time – check Microsoft 
TEAMs, Educake, Seneca and SPARX Maths

Homework so far…



Sparx Maths 
Homework and Independent learning

Personalised practice • Stronger habits • Greater confidence

What is Sparx?

An online Maths homework platform providing 
personalised, targeted practice.

Homework reinforces learning from lessons and 
helps students build secure knowledge.

Sparx adapts the level of practice to each 
student — independence matters.

Every question includes a support video to help 
students when they are stuck.

Our weekly routine

Homework is set every week during term time.

Students should start early and use support 
when needed.

Feedback is provided during relative maths 
lessons.

Weekly progress emails are sent to 
parents/carers every week 



What We Expect From Students
The aim is to build independence, responsibility and strong GCSE habits.

1. Work independently

Complete Sparx without parents 
answering questions for them.

This allows Sparx to accurately 
identify what they need to 
practise.

Too much help can result in 
work becoming less well 
matched to their needs.

2. Show your working

Write mathematical workings in 
the maths book.

Teachers will carry out regular 
bookwork checks.

Good written habits support 
mathematical thinking and 
reduce over-reliance on AI.

Home is considered completed 
only if a student has shown 
working

3. Ask for help

Use the short support video 
attached to each question on 
Sparx Maths.

If there is a problem completing 
homework, contact the class 
teacher before the deadline.

Failure to complete homework 
results in a ‘consequence’ on 
your behavioural record 



How Parents & Carers Can Help
Small routines at home make a big difference.

At home

Provide a quiet space and encourage your child to 
start early.

Encourage independence — support them to find the 
help rather than completing questions for them.

Check the Sunday progress email and praise 
consistent effort and completion.

If a device is unavailable, Sparx can also be 
accessed on a phone.

Responsibility & support

Students who do not complete Sparx may be 
required to attend an After School Reflection.

Please support these consequences: they are 
designed to build responsibility and accountability.

If there are difficulties, please contact the class 
teacher before the due date.

Learn more about Sparx. There’s an introductory 
video. 

Thank you for your continued support in helping your child succeed in mathematics.
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Logging in at home
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What is Sora?

Sora is our new digital library software. As of 
September 2026, all students and staff have access 
to Sora and the digital collection available within. 

There are over 6,400 books available for anybody 
with a Denbigh email to access, including
- GCSE study guides
- Comic books
- Fiction, including classics and new releases
- Magazines covering a range of different topics 

including football, technology, science, medicine, 
politics, food, and video games
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How to Access Sora

Step 1: Install the Sora app from the Apple App 
Store or Google Play, or go to soraapp.com

Step 2: In Sora, find Denbigh School, then sign in 
using your Denbigh email

Step 3: Browse the Explore tab and borrow a book! 
Audiobooks and eBooks are available for borrowing.

Patrons can borrow up to 5 books with Sora, and 
after 14 days resources are automatically returned 
to the library, so no need to worry about late 
notifications on this service!
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Timetable 
Key Values 
Attitude to Learning
Planning for test and exams 
Revision tips and planner 
Wellbeing 
Digital wellbeing 
Reading log
Calendar 
Ruler 
Periodic table
UK, Europe and World Map
Whiteboard

Planners

Planners have been given out to every 
student. 

They are expected to be put on the 
desk at the start of every lesson and 
are also used as an exercise book for 
tutorial 
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Planners are also a great starting point for you to 
have conversations with your child 
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ClassCharts

Classcharts is an online system we use at Denbigh that will help give you 
instant access to details about your child’s progress and behaviour. Parents 
and students have access to ClassCharts and should use this platform for:

• A more detailed insight into achievement and behaviour points. You will be 
able to view why points were issued and also see any awards earned by 
your child.

• Access to the reward shop. This is a place where students can ‘spend’ their 
achievement points to buy rewards at designated points in the year.

• The ability to view your child's timetable.

If you have any problems accessing your ClassCharts account, please email 
classcharts@denbigh.net

mailto:classcharts@denbigh.net
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For some of our students, this will be the 
first time that they get to attend a club!

In the coming weeks, a Clubs Timetable 
will be published that will include 
activities that take place in either break, 
lunch or after school

Please encourage students to come 
along to at least one

Clubs



Uniform, Phones 
and Conduct



Be Engaged | Be Kind & Respectful | Do No Harm

Uniform
We believe that the wearing of correct uniform is important 
because:
• It helps to instil a sense of pride and community in the school.
• It creates a more positive school environment with fewer 

distractions.
• It ensures that all students, from all backgrounds, feel 

comfortable and welcome.
• It helps to protect students from the social pressures of dressing 

in a particular way.
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Uniform Examples
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Uniform Expectations
School Skirts
If students choose to wear a pleated school skirt, it must:
•Be worn at a length just above the knee.
•Not be rolled over, bunched, or tied to make it shorter.
•Be worn with black opaque tights at all times (including summer term).

Students who regularly fail to wear their school skirt at the required length, or who do not wear the correct tights, will be 
required to either:
•Wear school trousers instead; or
•Spend time in Isolation until the issue has been rectified.

Shirts and Ties
To ensure a smart and professional appearance:
•The top button of shirts must be fastened at all times.
•Ties must be worn correctly and pulled up to the top button so that the button is not visible.
•Shirts must be fully tucked into skirts or trousers and must not be folded or rolled at the waist.

PE Kit
As a reminder, Nike Pro shorts and similar tight-fitting shorts are not permitted and should not be worn as part of the 
school PE kit. If students choose to wear shorts for PE, they must be plain navy shorts with no visible branding or logos. 
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Student conduct & Mobile phones

Core values of ‘be engaged, be kind and respectful and do no harm’.

Every student has the right to learn, every teacher has the right to teach

Behaviour ‘curriculum’

• Rewards system.

• Consequence system.

• A range of internal sanctions.
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Call It In



Assessment and 
Reporting
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The 5 P’s Meaning

Prepared I bring the correct equipment to lessons
I complete my homework on time

Punctual I arrive on time to my lessons

Pay Attention I am attentive to the teacher and my peers’ contributions in class
I am focused in lessons showing determination to challenge myself 

Participate

I make positive verbal contributions in class
I participate with enthusiasm in both group and independent tasks
I reflect and act upon feedback
I complete the work set to a good standard seeking help when 
needed

Pride I take care with the presentation of my work and books

Attitude to Learning – 5Ps
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At each Progress Report point, the teacher will report:

• Homework – Percentage
• Behaviour – the number of C points
• Attitude to Learning (5-1 scale)
• Achievement points 

You will also receive attendance and punctuality data.
The teacher will also report a CLG (current learning grade) based on 
‘Mastery Statements’ 

Progress Reports

5. Exceptional 
4. Very good
3. Good
2.Room for improvement
1. Cause for concern
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Each subject area has written statements for each subject indicating what students should 
know and have mastered by each reporting point (available on our website
Progress reports will provide a descriptor indicating how well students are achieving in line 
with these statements. There are four categories:

Assessment - Mastery
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What it looks like
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What it looks like
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What it looks like
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What it looks like
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What it looks like
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What it looks like
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What it looks like
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• Students will also complete end of year assessments each year to 
help gauge the progress within each subject overall

• To be completed between 10th-21st May
• Students will complete these in classrooms in years 7 and 8
• Can expect to complete every year in the lead up to GCSEs

End of Year Assessments
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• Reinforcing good routines
• Attending our tutor and subject consultation evenings
• Helping Year 7 prepare for their end-of-year assessments
• Support students with the core subjects of Maths and English
• Schemes of Learning can be found on our website under 

Education-Faculties
• Encourage extra-curricular clubs

“What can we do to support at home?”
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Key Dates
Date Event
10/09/26 School Photos

30/09/26 13:30-17:30 Tutor Consultation (Early finish for students 12:40)

20/10/26 Enrichment Day

23/11/26 Progress Report 1

04/12/26 Charity Day and Christmas Bazaar

16/12/26 School closes to students at 12:40 

01/03/27 Progress Report 2

24/03/27 Enrichment Day

10/05/27 – 
21/05/26

End of year assessments

26/05/27 Year 7 Subject Consultation Evening

05/07/27 Progress Report 3 

09/07/27 Enrichment Day

14/07/27 13:30-17:30 Tutor Consultation (Early finish for students 12:40)

21/07/27 School closes to students at 12:40 
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We have a large range of opportunities for students to get involved in at 
Denbigh School 
• Clubs – before, during and after school
• School trips
• Enrichment days 
• House and School council
• House competitions 
• Sporting teams
• Leadership opportunities
• DofE

Enrichment at Denbigh
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Enrichment Days

Over the course of the year 
students will get one day a term 
where they are off timetable and 
will take part in an Enrichment day. 
Enrichment days are designed to 
present the opportunity for 
students to learn in environments 
outside of the ‘normal’ classroom 
and enable students to create 
lifelong memories.



Enrichment Days
• Each year group will attend two external 

activities and one internal activity 
• You will receive a letter asking for a 

payment of £65 on ParentMail. This pays 
for the year and can be paid in instalments  

• Pupil Premium students will be paid for by 
the school

• You will need to complete a consent form 
for each of the external trips. This covers 
medical information and trip specific risk 
assessments

• Consent forms must be completed by the 
deadline or we can not guarantee your 
child a place on an external trip



Year 7 Enrichment

£65

7

X Y Z

Autumn        Tuesday 
20th October Warwick Castle Woburn Safari 

Park
Junior 

Apprentice

Spring                        
Thursday     24th 

March 

Junior 
Apprentice Warwick Castle

Woburn Safari 
Park

Summer     Friday                    
9th July 

Woburn Safari 
Park

Junior 
Apprentice Warwick Castle
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Denbigh Association
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a) To provide financial support for:-
• student events 
• students and staff who are starting new 

ventures/clubs/societies
• whole-school extra-curricular events 
• hardship fund
• any other venture/purchase/pursuit proposed that will be 

of benefit to Denbigh students 

b) To provide social opportunities for 
Parents/Friends/Teachers of Denbigh School

Aims of the Association
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Meetings

Generally the first Monday of each month at 7:30pm in the 
Conference Room.

Any Parent is welcome at the meetings please email 
BurgessJ@denbigh.net in advance

The Committee is made up of Chair, Vice Chair, Secretary, Treasurer 
plus a Deputy Head and any other attendees

mailto:myersp@denbigh.net
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Association Events

Christmas Bazaar (Friday 4th December) - Each tutor group has a 
‘stall’, the Association has a number of stalls.
Half the money raised on the evening goes to House Charities, the rest 
to the Association
Christmas Raffle - The Bazaar is accompanied by the Annual Christmas 
Raffle. All families are encouraged to sell £10 worth of raffle tickets. 
There is a prize for the family who sell the most – the prize is presented 
on the Bazaar night
Bingo Nights



Be Engaged | Be Kind & Respectful | Do No Harm

Enrichment Days
Year 11 Prom
School Production (last years was ‘Labels and Limelight’)
Various clubs and societies
Young Enterprise
Year 11 Yearbook
Performing Arts Day
Sports Day Medals
Lockers
School Minibuses
Furniture for Sixth Form common room
Much, much more…

Who the Association supports…
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We would love to have any volunteers to help. Please 
email your interest to:

burgessj@Denbigh.net 
if you would be happy for the Chair of DA to contact 
regarding future meetings.

Joining the Association

mailto:myersp@Denbigh.net


Thank you for 
listening

Mrs Asif – Pastoral HOY: asifm@denbigh.net
Miss Ridley – Progress HOY: ridleyi@denbigh.net

Mr Waters Assistant Head Teacher Year 7 – 10:  watersj@denbigh.net
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